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Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2018 
edition of our Friends Newsletter. We are 
hard at work preparing for the year ahead 
which promises to be filled with exciting 
opportunities for our members to support 
and enjoy Castle Howard. 

We would love to hear your thoughts 
on membership or your experiences here 
in 2017. Please send any comments to 
marketing@castlehoward.co.uk – thank you.

Friends Membership
Update

Photo by Hon. Nicholas Howard

Welcome to Spring and Summer
Hon. Nicholas Howard

Spring sees the Estate transformed as new 
life blossoms in all shapes and sizes; blankets 
of snowdrops and daffodils emerge in the 
grounds and young birds and wildlife wander 
the lawns. Will the Red Kites return and 
perhaps nest this year? How many cygnets 
will be added to our bevy of swans?

Behind the scenes the house has 
been cleaned after the success of Angels 
on High. The annual spring clean is an 
essential process as we also undertake 
vital maintenance and decoration as well 
as assessing what areas need targeting for 
attention. Outdoors, it’s no less busy, as the 
grounds team clear the debris of winter to 
make way for the bounty of spring. We also 
look at the wider Estate so that no area is 
left unchecked as we prepare to welcome 
the return of our visitors.

We are delighted to be launching our new 
website which will give us an opportunity to 
improve digital interaction with visitors and 
provide up to date information about the 
latest news and developments from across 
the Estate. With members of staff from 
various departments I will be taking part in 
Instagram takeovers throughout the year. 
Please do follow us if you use Instagram as 
you will see Estate life from a wide number 
of different perspectives which would not 
usually be accessible!

Also in the pipeline following last year’s 
successful Afternoon Tea launch, is a new 
2018 offer. Our Head of Pastry, Vanessa, 
has recently returned from a trip to Paris 
sampling the very best of both traditional 
and contemporary patisserie techniques. I 
cannot wait to sample Vanessa’s creations 
and I hope that you find time this year to 
try some for yourself!

As ever, I would like to thank all of our 
members for continuing to support the 
Estate. I look forward to sharing another 
exciting year with you all.
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What’s On
In 2018

Left to right
Amy Bates
Castle Howard Proms: photo by Anthony Chappel Ross

Left to right
Dr Chris Ridgway with the replica St Edward’s Crown
Mat Collishaw, The Centrifugal Soul, 2016, courtesy the artist 
and BlainSouthern: photo by Peter Mallet

Join author and lifestyle expert, Amy 
Bates, in the Castle Howard private kitchen 
for an exclusive cookery demonstration and 
two course lunch with wine. 

Amy is a successful author (writing 
as Amy Willcock) with a passion for 
entertaining. Using the best seasonal 
produce, sourced from the Castle Howard 
Estate, Amy will demonstrate and deliver a 
three course meal whilst communicating top 
tips on creating the perfect tablescape and 
giving anecdotes from her own colourful 
palette of experience. 

On hand to assist Amy with a table 
setting masterclass, will be Butler to the 

Entertaining 
In Castle Howard’s 

Kitchen

Castle Howard 
Proms 

& UB40 Live
The Castle Howard Proms will return on 

Saturday 18 August 2018. Enjoy an evening 
of pomp and patriotism, with a programme 
of popular classics, songs from musicals and 
all of your flag waving favorites from the 
Proms including Jerusalem, Rule Britannia 
and Pomp & Circumstance No 1. Marvel at 
a Spitfire flyover, stunning laser show and 
a spectacular firework finale, this will be a 
magical evening of musical entertainment 
not to be missed. Guest soloists include 
Lesley Garrett CBE and tenor Geraint Dodd 
who will be joined on stage by the London 
Gala Orchestra conducted by Stephen Bell.

We’re excited to announce an exclusive 
Summer Concert new for 2018; UB40 will 
be performing live on Sunday 19 August. 
Enjoy an evening of their best love hits, 
supported by Aswad and The Brand New 
Heavies.

Friends of Castle Howard will receive 
10% off the ticket price by entering the 
code MEMBER10. For more information 
on how to book, please visit the Castle 
Howard website.

Title TBC

To celebrate the 65th anniversary of 
the Coronation of HM Queen Elizabeth 
II, Castle Howard will be hosting an extra 
special Afternoon Tea event hosted by Hon 
Nicholas Howard and our Curator Dr Chris 
Ridgway. Your hosts will provide an up 
close and personal look at Castle Howard’s 
replica Crown Jewels collection which was 
commissioned in 1975 to mark the Silver 
Jubilee of 1977. This will be accompanied 
by afternoon tea fit for a king or queen, 
specially designed by our Head Pastry Chef 
Vanessa Wade.

Matt Collishaw
The Centrifugal Soul

Join us for the launch of an exciting 
new art installation that will be coming to 
Castle Howard this year. As Friends, you 
are invited to the opening night of this 
innovative exhibition which will is sure to 
dazzle your senses.

Mat Collishaw is a key figure in an 
important generation of contemporary 
British artists. He began his career exhibiting 
the acclaimed work Bullet Hole at the 
legendary show Freeze in 1988. His broad 
practice includes sculpture, photography, 
film and installation, and his work has been 

Howard Family Philip Gray. After a career 
in the Army, Philip went on to work in the 
Households of Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother, HM the Queen and the King & 
Queen of Greece before joining us at Castle 
Howard. A rare chance to see Philip in action 
and hear about his prestigious career. 

Be entertained by a day that consists of 
good food, good company and secrets of 
what life is like behind the scenes at one of 
Britain’s best loved stately homes. Your day 
will begin at at 10am and will finish at 3pm 
with tickets costing £185 per person. Your 
ticket will include tea, coffee and biscuits 
upon arrival, a two course lunch and wine, 
and we’ll even send you home with a Castle 
Howard goodie bag. For more information 
about this event and on how to book, please 
visit www.castlehoward.co.uk. Places on 
this event are limited and so early booking 
is advised.

exhibited in numerous solo shows around the 
world, including: folly! Fountains Relief, at 
Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal in 2016.

Collishaw worked in partnership with 
evolutionary psychologist Geoffrey Miller 
to produce Centrifugal Soul, a 3D zoetrope 
(a pre-film animation device that produces 
the illusion of motion) based on Miller’s 
theory that the human capacity for making 
art stems from natural instincts of courtship 
and reproduction. The sculpture on show at 
Castle Howard animates birds of paradise 
as they perform elaborate mating dances 
and extract pollen from wild blossoms. 
This work was hailed as ‘nothing less than a 
contemporary masterpiece’ by The Sunday 
Times.

Alongside the atmospheric zoetrope, the 
exhibition will also feature a series of brand 
new C-prints depicting British garden birds 
tethered to perches, including a Hawfinch, 
produced especially for Castle Howard. In 
these new works the artist looks further 
into our seemingly natural urge for visual 
powerplay. They recall the 17th century 
fashion for commissioning portraits of 
prestige pets, made popular through Carel 
Fabritius’ painting The Goldfinch (1654). 
The graffiti tagged walls that backdrop the 
birds, provide contemporary parallels with 
this mode of aesthetic boasting.
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Secrets of  
Our Garden

Exclusive tour

The Castle Howard Mausoleum remains 
one of the finest buildings of its kind in the 
world. Join Dr Ridgway on a tour to the 
Mausoleum, taking in breathtaking views 
along the way. Admire the architecture of 
Hawksmoor’s chapel before visiting the 
crypt below. The Mausoleum is an area of 
the Estate in desperate need of essential 
maintenance, and we want our members to 
witness the importance of their contribution 
and where it will be used. Tours to the 
Mausoleum will be taking place on Thursday 
15 May and Friday 7 September and will 
be (Price TBC).

Mausoleum
Exclusive tour

Tea at the Temple
Exclusive afternoon 

tea event
An exclusive first for 2018. Vanbrugh’s 

Temple of the Four Winds is an iconic feature 
of the Castle Howard Estate. This summer 
for the first time, we will be opening the 
doors of this 18th century masterpiece for 
our Friends, to experience the Temple as 
it was originally intended, as a place for 
enjoying afternoon tea complemented by 
breathtaking views. Tea at the Temple will 
be available on Thursday 14 June, tickets 
priced at £50 per person.

A look back at the History of the Castle 
Howard Gardens with Head of Landscapes 
& Gardens, Alistair Gunn. The Gardens at 
Castle Howard have always been a thing 
of beauty, but have they always been the 
same? Enjoy a walk around the Gardens 
whilst Alistair unveils how they have evolved 
through the centuries. This event will take 
place on Friday 13 April and is free of charge 
for members.

Left to right
The Mausoleum at sunset: photo by Hon. Nicholas Howard
A walk amongst the wildflowers: photo by Mike Kipling
Friends Summer Garden Party

Midsummer 
Monuments
Exclusive tour

Join Dr Chris Ridgway on a journey across 
the Estate in the beautiful midsummer 
twilight, a time of day rarely seen by our 
visitors. A chance to visit monuments, not 
usually open to the public and also enjoy 
canapés and a glass of Nyetimber Fizz at the 
Temple of the Four Winds. Tickets price at 
£15 per person for Gold Members and £20 
per person for Silver Members.

Wildflowers at 
Castle Howard
Exclusive walk

As part of Castle Howard in Bloom, we’re 
inviting Friends on a trail of discovery led 
by local botanist, Bill Thompson. Bill will 
take you on a journey through the Castle 
Howard grounds to reveal some of those 
hidden treasures that grow right here on 
the Estate. 

An obsessive recorder and long-term 
Botanical Society member, Bill is currently 
four years into a survey of the plants of 
the Howardian Hills as a basis for writing 
a Flora of the AONB. His knowledge and 
enthusiasm makes him the perfect guide to 
help you spot and identify the wildflowers 
that grow in our woodlands, grasslands and 
by the waterside. Join this tour as part of the 
Flower Festival on Friday 29 June. Tickets 
priced at £10 per person.

Friends Summer 
Garden Party
Exclusive event

The Friends Summer Garden Party will 
return on Tuesday 17 July. Join Mr and 
Mrs Howard along with members of the 
Castle Howard Team for an evening of light 
refreshment, entertainment and live music 
in the beautiful surroundings of the Castle 
Howard Walled Garden. Tickets for Gold 
Friends will be free of charge, tickets for 
Silver Members are £5 and all children will 
be free of charge.

What’s On
In 2018

Left to right
South Parterre with the Atlas Fountain
The Temple of the Four Winds
The Mausoleum 
Photos by Hon. Nicholas Howard
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Left to right
Captions to come: photos by Victoria Harley

Afternoon Teas
‘A Taste Like  
No Other’

Following huge success in 2017, our 
award-winning Afternoon Teas are being 
re-launched this year to include special 
themed days, beginning with our Mothers 
Day Afternoon Tea on 10 and 11 March. 
This culinary celebration of the best of local 
produce will feature a range of exquisite 
cakes and pastries championing a fusion 
of local produce with both traditional 
and contemporary patisserie techniques. 

Head of Pastry Vanessa Wade preparing macaroons: photos by 
Victoria Harley

Masterfully designed by our Head of Pastry 
Vanessa Wade following a research trip to 
Paris, the menu will include a Pistachio and 
Yorkshire Strawberry Profiterole, a Wakefield 
Forced Rhubarb and Yorkshire Wild Flower 
Honey Macaroon and a Valrhona Biskelia 
and Raspberry Milk Chocolate Bombe.

The tea will be served in the elegant 
Grecian Hall and would be a guaranteed hit 
for Mothers Day. Other Afternoon Tea events 
to look out for include Spring Afternoon 
Tea, a Royal Wedding Celebratory Tea, 
Autumn Apple Afternoon Teas and even 
an exclusive Tea at The Temple of The Four 
Winds event. Please do visit our website for 
more information on Afternoon Tea and 
when individual events will be available.
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We have fresh faces in the Farm Shop 
this season; our new Business Manager 
Liam Spivey is working to provide his 
customers with the very best produce, with 
many suppliers and producers from across 
Yorkshire. The Farm Shop is known for its 
delicious range of award-winning products 
and Liam hopes to further it’s success 
over the coming seasons. Working closely 
with Liam is our new Head Butcher, Tony 
Thompson, who is busy transforming the 
butchery counter by selecting the best cuts 
for your table. Tony has worked as a butcher 
all of his life, and joins us after running a 
butchery in York for the past 7 years. Tony 
will be pleased to recommend the perfect 
joints for a weekend celebration as well as 
great ideas for midweek meals. During the 
year we will be producing a series of recipe 
cards for you to pick up from the Farm Shop, 
with our chefs’ recommendations on what is 
in season. All of our Estate farmed meats are 
sourced from the herds of Richard Clifford 
and Mike Fargher which are fresh on the 
counter with zero food miles.

Head of Pastry, Vanessa Wade, will also be 
producing her signature sourdough for the 
Farm Shop. Keep an eye on our website, as 
later in the year we will be sharing Vanessa’s 
tutorial on how to make your own perfect 
sourdough loaf. Her bread will be sold 
alongside our artisan loaves direct made 
by The Haxby Bakehouse.

Top to bottom
Estate made sausages and mash: photo by Victoria Harley
The Courtyard Café

Top to bottom
Liam Spivey: photo by Victoria Harley
Vanessa Wade’s signature sourdough bread: photo by  
Victoria Harley
Tony Thompson: photo by Matt Collier

Castle Howard  
Farm Shop

New Season  
Menus

New season menus will be launching in 
the Estate restaurants ready for the house 
opening at the end of March. Our aim is to 
provide the best of local produce through 
a varied seasonal menu. There will be 
occasions in the future where we call upon 
our members to assist in the planning and 
launch of our future food offers, details of 
which will be sent to you directly. For 2018, 
the Fitzroy Restaurant will be celebrating 
the skills of our in-house bakery with savoury 
bakes and light bites as well as delicious cakes 
and treats. A new salad offer will be available 
throughout the season for those wanting a 
healthier alternative to our hearty menu.

Our Courtyard Café is the perfect place 
to pick up a snack and take a break and offers 
lighter bites and snacks as well as fresh ideas 
for lunches including a dish of the day. Our 
new children’s offer will also be available 
featuring popular tea time favourites. 
Later in the season you will be able to enjoy 
Afternoon Tea in the Courtyard, the perfect 
treat on a sunny day with delicious cakes 
and pastries, and sumptuous sandwiches. 
As part of our celebration of ‘The Year of 
The Dog’, from February 2018 dogs are 
also welcome in our Courtyard Café. We 
ask visitors to keep dogs on their leads at 
all times. Free bones are also provided from 
the Farm Shop, subject to availability. We 
look forward to seeing you and your canine 
friend soon! 

The Boathouse will be introducing 
healthy children’s snacks along with our 
regular favourites including sandwiches, 
soup, jacket potatoes, sweet treats and  
ice cream, as well as a range of hot and  
cold drinks.
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Castle Howard
What happens next?

Protecting Castle Howard and ensuring 
its existence long into the future is a key 
priority for the Howard family and Castle 
Howard staff. All of the revenue we generate 
from admission and memberships, to our 
Holiday Cottage and Holiday Park, to selling 
scones and magnets, goes directly back 
into conserving and improving the House 
and Estate.

This year our architect, Chris Cotton, 
has worked with the Howard family and 
members of the Castle Howard team to 
carry out a key maintenance report. This 
Quinquennial Report looks at the state of 
the buildings across the Estate and targets 
areas of work over the next 20 years in 5 
year blocks. The aim of the report is to 
accurately map out how we should aim 
to restore various areas of the House and 
Estate and how much in funding will need 
to be raised in order to carry out this work.

As members, your position could not be 
more significant. We hope that you will be 
able to play an active role in this process, 
as your funding is of key importance to us 
and is so greatly appreciated. We will be 
communicating further details about the 
Quinquennial Report and the action carried 
out throughout the coming seasons.

Left to right
David Austen Gertrude Jekyll Rose 
The Rose Garden

‘Roses all the Way’

Arguably one of the most instantly 
recognisable and best loved of blooms; 
roses are a symbol of love, courtship, 
beauty and innocence. We give them to one 
another as a sign of affection and tend to 
them with devotion in our gardens. Castle 
Howard’s own Rose Garden was a labour of 
love commissioned by George Howard in 
memory of his wife, Lady Cecilia, and it’s a 
sure sign of summer when the soft scent of 
roses floats from the Walled Garden. 

There’s work to be done before summer 
arrives however and our dedicated Garden 
Centre team are busy preparing a huge 
selection of roses, available to customers 
from 8 February onwards. From classic 

Castle Howard’s
Flower Festival

We will once again be hosting our annual 
Flower Festival this summer, and Friends 
will be invited to join us at an opening 
preview evening. This year, the Festival will 
be overseen by Fiona Pickles, who joined us  
last year as a guest demonstrator. Fiona’s 
work has featured at events and in 
publications across the country, including 
British Vogue. As an advocate of native 
British flowers, Fiona creates stunning 
organic displays that will hugely complement 

English roses to wild and rambling beauties, 
we have an extensive selection including 
premium David Austin roses. New for 2018 
is the David Austin ‘Dame Judi Dench’ 
rose. With ruffled apricot petals and a light 
tea-like fragrance, it is a flower worthy 
of a national treasure. Another delight is 
‘Vanessa Bell’. Named after the founder of 
the Bloomsbury Group, this rose is a soft, 
delicate yellow and will flower continuously 
throughout the summer.

This year, we are offering Friends of 
Castle Howard 20% off all roses from our 
Garden Centre when purchased before the 
end of May by presenting your membership 
card at the till.

the classical back drop provided by the 
rooms of Castle Howard.

Another addition to the Flower Festival 
for 2018, will be a botanical themed 
Afternoon Tea served in the elegant 
surroundings of the Grecian Hall. Vanessa 
Wade has designed a special Afternoon Tea 
that will include Yorkshire Lavender.

We are greatly looking forward to the 
Flower Festival and hope that many of you 
are able to join us at the preview evening.

Left to right
Flower Festival designer Fiona Pickles 
Caption needed
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Charlotte Lloyd Webber in Lady Georgiana’s Dressing Room 
decorated for Angels on High

Winter  
Highlights

With Christmas over, and the House 
returning to its usual splendour, we have 
time to reflect on the events of the past few 
months. The Estate goes in to overdrive every 
year on the lead up to Christmas in order to 
provide our visitors with the best experience 
possible, this year was no exception. We 
hope you enjoyed the events that that have 
taken place over the winter period, and 
continue to attend the exciting events we 
have planned in the season to come.

Our first Christmas launch event, which 
was exclusively for Friends, was a huge 
success. Many of you joined members of the 
Castle Howard team, along with designers 
Charlotte Lloyd Webber and Bretta Gerecke, 
to marvel at 2017’s spectacular installation; 
Angels On High. Some of you very kindly 

answered some questions about the Friends 
Scheme and Christmas event which we hope 
to use on our website in the future!

Our Festive Afternoon Tea was a first for 
2017, and it was indeed a triumph. Over 800 
people devoured more than 1700 scones, 
3,500 finger sandwiches and 800 sausage 
rolls! We are delighted that this event will be 
continuing throughout 2018 with a variety 
of different seasonal themes.

In the New Year, we invited Friends 
‘Behind the Scenes’ for an exclusive look 
at Castle Howard when we’re closed to the 
public. Our Curator, Dr Chris Ridgway, 
took members to the Dome Gallery at the 
very top of Castle Howard and to the West 
Wing basements at the very bottom. The 
tour gave members an insight in to what it 
takes to run not only a family home, but a 
300 year old working Estate. This event was 
extremely popular and we hope more of you 
can join us at similar events in the future.

Following another great success in 2017, 
we are delighted to announce that the theme 
for this year’s Christmas opening has also 

Top to bottom
The Crimson Dining Room at Christmas: photo by Victoria 
Harley
A view of the South Lake with a dusting of snow: photo by 
Matt Collier
Friends ‘Behind the Scenes’ tour of the Dome Gallery: photo 
by Rachel Underwood

now been confirmed. The Christmas at 
Castle Howard theme for 2018 will be, ‘The 
12 Days of Christmas’. 

2018 promises to provide even more 
exciting and exclusive opportunities for our 
members and we look forward to sharing 
these with you throughout the year.

Please do follow us on social media as 
we’ll be using these platforms more over 
the next year to communicate what goes  
on across the Estate; and if you think 
you’re not receiving emails from us its 
worth making sure we have the correct 
address for you. Contact us at marketing@
castlehoward.co.uk
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